Dear [Your Senator’s Name]
I am writing to urge your support for the inclusion of Section 592 of H.R. 3838, Colonel Conran’s Medal of Honor, in the 2026 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). I also respectfully ask that you encourage both the Secretary of the Air Force, Dr. Troy Meink and the Chief of Staff General Kenneth Wilsbach, to support Colonel Conran’s long-overdue case and forward it to Secretary Hegseth.
On October 6, 1969, then Major Philip Conran, a U.S. Air Force helicopter pilot, displayed extraordinary valor during a classified CIA operation near Muong Phine, Laos. Over six harrowing hours, despite heavy enemy fire and a bullet wound of his own, he repeatedly risked his life to save 54 American and Laotian personnel who had been ambushed by the North Vietnamese Army. Major Conran organized the defense, retrieved critical supplies under fire, and directed air support until rescue forces arrived. His commanding officer formally recommended him for the Medal of Honor.
However, for reasons unrelated to his heroism, the Nixon administration downgraded the award to an Air Force Cross:
· Treaty Violation Cover-Up: The operation violated the 1962 Geneva Accords on Laotian neutrality.
· Political Deception: Awarding the Medal of Honor would have revealed President Nixon’s false claims that no U.S. combat forces were in Laos.
· Vietnamization Policy: Honoring Conran’s actions would have conflicted with the administration’s public withdrawal narrative.
In fact, when General Lucius Clay presented the Air Force Cross in 1970, he told Colonel Conran directly that the Medal of Honor had been “initially approved but downgraded because the action took place in Laos, violated a treaty, and contradicted the President’s statements about the war.”
Congress has the opportunity to correct that injustice now.
The House Armed Services Committee has already advanced Colonel Conran’s case in its NDAA language, but the Senate Armed Services Committee has yet to agree. The NDAA reconciliation process will decide whether this American hero finally receives the Medal of Honor he earned 56 years ago.
I respectfully ask for your support in ensuring Colonel Conran’s case is included in the final 2026 NDAA. His courage and sacrifice deserve nothing less. For additional background, including mission details and letters of support from eyewitnesses, please visit: https://www.philipconran.com.
Thank you for your consideration of this urgent matter. I would be glad to provide further information at your convenience.
Sincerely,
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