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. RECOMMENDATION FOR DECORATION - i
TOI (Qrgonization and addross) FROM: (Orpunization and addrese) a E
'‘56th Cmbt Spt Gp (CBPO-PA) 21st Spesiel Operations Squadron (C;
APO Sen Francisco 96310 ' ‘ APO Sen Franciseo 96310 (NARGCE

RECOMMENDATION
[“T“NAME OF DECORATION (Indicclo numbor of oluxiers, I approptiaic) | 2, RECOMMENDATION I3 BASED ONt

—— e e e e e s [,
(7, PREVIOUS UNITED ETATES ODECORATIONS, COMPLETE AUTHORITY THEREFOR, AND INCLUSIVE CATES QF SERVICE RECOONIZLL
no! include wervico mosals, baltia eserlita, it m‘mum& ur forelgr decarntlons

Do
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AFCN(10LC)S0G-35,235ep68, ATR UNIVIRSITY, SMarés-157unés.,
AM, S0G=648,18Febb9 EQ7AF, bDecbB~24Tanés,
DFC,80G~1522, ] 6Apré9, EQ7AF, TFebb69. E
DFC(10LC)S0G=1527, 16Apr69,EQ7AR, 14FebbS,
AM{10LC)80G~2049, 2May 63, (16 TAT, 25VaTé9.

12, ARG OTHER RECOMMENCATIONS FOR AWARDS TO THI3 9, ARE OTHEN INOIVIOUALS BEING RZCOMMENDED FOR THE
INDIVIDUAL PENDING (7f you, wiate awards) EAME ACT OR SEMVICE
AIRMANS MEDAL=19JanéS. - : ' Bk )
@ves  Line 85.30un69. Fves7 Ino :
Zoa, IF ANSWER TO (TEM 18 48 YES, ARE THE RECOMMENOATIONS FOR THE OTHER INDIYIDUALS FORWARDED A3 A PART OF THIS
RECOMMENDATION
Xves [CIno

B IF ANSWER T ITEM 200 11 NO, EXFLAIN REASON FOR DELAY, INCLUDING DATE RECOMMENDATIONIS) WILL BE FORWARGED,
AND IDENTIFY THE INDIVIDVAL(S BY GRADE, NAME, SERVICE NUMBER, PRESENYT ODROANIZATION, 3TATION, AND DECORATION

RECOMMENDED.

21. HAS PREVIOUE AWARD BEEN MADE TO THIS INDIVIDUAL FOR THIS ACT QR SERVICE
ves ENQ :

22, IF AWARD IS POSTHUMOUS, OR INDIVIDUAL RECOMMENDED 13 MISSING IN ACTION OR A FRISONER OF WAR, Wi5T NAME, ADDRELS
AND REL ATIONSHIP OF NEXT QF KIN, ‘
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N/A ; _

23. OATE WHICH PRESENTATIONOF AWARD (6 | 24, i APAAGVED, FORWARD FOR PRESENTATION TO [Orgunisation und Aradriws)
CESIRED, |F ARFROVED : i 2 .

Feb 70 : 1:03.?0, 6592 Sup Gp, Los Angolos AF 01 ANX,CA 900.LY
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@ uemcisy  [JoUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT
MEDAL OF HONOR (AIR FORCE) ; T IMERITORIOUS SRRVICE (Based on completed petiod of aervic ]
3 INCLUSIVE DATEIS) OF ACT, ACRIGVEMENT OR SKRVIGE P e :
FROM 6 October 1969 ‘T0: 6 Ogtober 1969
PERSONAL DATA ON INDIVIDUAL BEING RECOMMENDER !
%, LABT NAME » FIRST NAME = MODLE INITTAL 8. AF SN 8. 3SAN I
CONRAN, PHILIP J, FR 67145 N
7, ORADE 8 DATE OF BIRTH {
Major 13 Apr 37
9: PRESENT ORGANIZATION AND 5TAT:ON 10, PRESENT QUTY ASSIONMENT
21st Specisl Operations Squadror (NARQCS)
APC San Francisgo 96310 ilc%, CH-3E, 1025E
1, PERMANENT MOME ADDRESS 12, ORGANIZATION OF NEXT DUTY A3ISIONMENT (Indicata, I{ not
. - o) {
Apple Tres Circle 8564 Y8at Sq, PACAF
Avon, CT_06001 | APO Sen Praneisco 96553 (LUHBBC)
15, ORGANIZATION, DUTY ABSIGNMENT AND GRADE AT TIME OF 13, EFFEGTIVE OATE OF PMO- | 18, INDIVIDUAL'S 3EAVICE (1Y
ACT OR ¥ERVICE A MOYTION TO GRADE IN WHICH AIR PORCE BINCE ACT OR
218t Special Operations Squadron (NARQC6) SERVING : JEVICE WAS BEEN
Major 1 Jul ‘
: i ) ves Clwno
"% oareor [ meassionmEnt, [JRETIREMENT, [T|OR sZRARATION:
THE GBPO WILL PROVIDE AND VERIFY THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: DERCS: 18 Nov 69.
AETIREMENT OR SEPARATION 13 [_|VOLUNTARY [JINVOLUNTARY, AND THE'FOLLOWING SERVICE DATES &PPLY
¢oes TAFCSD ~ TAPMSD
FLSD TFCSD TMED e
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" aining fuel and figured hie loiter time. ‘fon he rscched miniinm fuel he had

SUMIAARY OF RECCITNDATION I
OF THE J}ZZDAL OF HORNOI

Nawe: Philip J. Conran
Status: Major, United States Adr Force.

Organization: 2lst Special Oporations Squadron, Nokhon Phanom Royal Thai Adr
Force Baso, Thailand,

sonditions undor which act nerfoimeds
secation: Qlassified in Southesst Asils.
Jate: 2045, 6 Qotober 1969-1830, 6 October 1969.

larrain: Flat dirt airstrip swrounded with low brushy vegstation, rice paddieo i
and a few large trees.

Jeather: Olear,
e
nemy Condition: Morale high, had set a trap around the helicopter landing ares -
that hat been frequontly uwsed by friendly helioopters in the |
past Jew weeks. ; o

lefenders Condition: The landing site belonged to Ifriendly forceg in the arsa
: threugh 5 Ochober 1969, Intelligenco briecred that tho
site was still wnder friendly control. However, no filendly
troops othexr than those on the helicepters wers seen on
6 October 1969.

‘arrative Deserintion of Gallant Conduct:

+ 20L4S, 6 October 1969, a £iight of five liclicopters departed a friendly forcas ..
amp carrying friendly troops to an advance buildup aree., Major Coenran was ulr= %
raft commander of the number two helicopter in the formations After being ud-

4sed that vhe ares was clear, ihc helicopiere started tholr approach in trall _
ormation. The lead helicoptexr wae shot down while naldny the approach and the -
rew members were Lorced vo 2bandom it and ol up delflensive positions on tic

round., Major Conran irmediavely climbed out of sSiall 2ims range &nd assuued

ommand of “he romainder of itha flight, leading i% est und divecting the A-lE 7 |
kyraider asoort aireraft o samitige the ursc., Major fomvan computed his o~ :

#0 cnoices; Detmn v w Safc aras and yofusl, lodving uis comrades, r 3ttemmt

© ressue the Crew mewboers &nd ralslured UWie Sriomdly troops on the Fewml.

agor Conran concinded ihat the wwenly six Indondly Uwogps on e ground weuld

o% be sufficisent to provide adequato proveciion Jor the dowmod Sréw membaxs. .
4+th conceorn for his comrades overridins thc danper he would Be facing by landing,.
nd despite the fact that his licliooptor wias unarmed, Major Conran elected to add : . '
is troops to these alveady on the ground wnd atlempt to rescua tho arew mombors ', |
# the downed keliocopter. Conferring with tho A-ls; liajor Conran selacted tho - :
ost probable safe approach route. As ha approuched the landing szone, his pri- . |
ary servos werc chot out by hostile automatis weapons fire. Realizing thab ;
here was & sizesble enemy force and that his comrades would prebably be overrum -

nless he was sble to delivor the sorely needed fricndly’ troops, Major Conran . ' ¥
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clected to conbinus the approach ratiher than hreak off and return o & sefe
arza, Uhis dcusion proved correct s it later bestno ,.w-.ro.m that the dormed
crev menvers Lrom.the lead holiceopier coudd nobt heve survived without the ad-
ditional smpo *v»  Ho' landed tho helicopter and wnlosded the ...cncu.;r troeps.
A3 tho downed crew nmembers were cl.h.:b_n'f cboard, evemy euall arms fire destroyed
his main rotor transmission, ruleiny ko=0Lr impossidlo; tracers ripped through
the coclepit, and all personnol were forced to abaadon tha helicopter and take
CoOwr in & waver filled doik oruter, After ovacuating the qel*coptor, ajor
Convan guieldy evaiwated o dolona .a.v‘r doploymend .:r"l ..co.. ‘nr..c’_ v dcvicn b g
Sesura tho anes and provids muvine m‘owct...;.. ~or Lol tne Meleadly ferses znd
1ls Jellow crow.sndawers. lle vo acw\.c.l-r e:poced himc"__‘ to heavy bosrages of
a0ny aubtonatic warnans five "o exbritet osacuvial equipmend from the dowmed
adlicoptera. liajor Comran retwmied v hls h ..:.oopter for extra amnunition,
|=‘cwd, wakou Jugs, und par ::chutes to use &s cover. Mon he rebwrned o tho do- :
fensive pogiti cm, he diswﬂmtcd the supplies: ~uo*1;, his crow -rm'oe'-s. With the |
s3d of the laader of the fiiondly ircopns aud other crow nembors, Msjor Comen o
moved about forining 'hh:: trocps 1nto a defensive povimeter. AY tdmes ho would ks
havo to physically move tliov, from oue point to wnotheyr ani dives thodr {iold
of fire. He repoatedly cihoscd himsels durm'- wis action and his compliate oH
d:!.sz-egszrd for his ovm safed vj" Ve an :.n.»p..z-a.i,im to both tho Irilendly forces and
s follow crew members, ILeéarning that the =00 Hachine Guas wove 3t411 in the -
..eud lol,z.covter, jor Ccnm.. took the lotder of the ;.r...cvcu._.r troona and went ¢
alter taonm, MNoving tha filyy Jecd required vo reach e hcliicepter, he arain
expos50d hinssll to cnomy firs 4o scoure the -aOl‘Qlj aoeded machina {';IJ."‘.S &nd am=
m.n...*‘..ion irom the dowmed holloopter., Wnile Hajor Conren wme axtrasting the
rachine guns from the lolicepler, onemy automatic weopons firs rinn ed Ty ough
the cabin, but he continued evecuating essontial oqu.l.n'r.o.rb, knom.:‘u thai
migat not ba able to defond tho ground paa:‘.*ion without these weapens, Tiwonga-
out the afternoon lajor Conron dirocted air strikes ot lmown and suspected cnouy
positions with deadly accurccy, lostile fire intenzificd as “he aftornoon warc
on and alr strikes were wnble %o prevent the: enony from closing the ring aboud
c dovmed personnel, At one point during the batile a HI-3E uo:l_'L.,r Graen Glanb
elicopter attempted to nicam the cre :\r merbors of she domed halicopters bul
wns driven off by an intense ‘oa:"a.ge of eneny: automatic weapons fire. JScon a
enony recikot hit ono of the dowmed helicopters and norbar rowids bogan Jalling
into the friwvudly posivions., Agoin ajer Jonran wposed himsaldl, locatad tho
position of the enomy mortar c¢row and called in an air strike to eilence the
rockats and mortard. At approvimately 1630 while in an exposed position trying
to strengihen their positien, Hajor Conran received & sevare leg wound, in spite
of this he .continued to encourage the others and did not mentlon his-wound unii
ha had lost all fesling in his loz and felt that in cace the rescue hel:‘:.ccapter
1anded toa far {rom thoir pesition whon ‘uhey were redcued, he indght not be able -
to malie it on his own and woulr.. aced acgdotanca, le rofusod %o let anyone ox- -
pose “hamsslvos to the now iniense onony 2 :'m.nd £ise to cxamine hig wouwnd. In
spite of his injwry, Majoxr Conran would neitiler give un hopo nor allet others :
o panic. He continued o be a sowrce off enoxgy anc courage to the crew membors
and friendly troops alika., Jusr before nighifall the area was completely sand-~
tized once again and two Hi-33 Jolly Green Giants were abls to complote a suc~
coasful rogova of all personnel. Major conran'u decision to ceme to tho aid of
his downed comrades, his heroic actiona a.hov1 and beyond the call of d,uty- vhile
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incor scvers hosbllo fira, andl Liis jﬂf' Lre attitude throusnout the orical wers
fnstremental in oaabling the o holliritor crows tnd .\.OI""" Lour. Zxdoendly troops
to withu=id swerior odds wabil a reocue cowld be mada, The eongpleuouns :
pn¢*unnay and intrepidity at vhe rick of 1ifs above and beyond the call of duty ?;i

isplayed by Major Conran reflect the higlicst credit upon himseld and tho Uhitod
Statﬂs Air l'or\-at

The facts as contained in tha pr0pouad citation and this narrativs nccounts have

been substantiated by tho statoments of eye witnosses. ol SR - F
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